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20 Year National Hunting 

Trends By Type
(Numbers in the Millions)

10

12

14

Big Game Small Game Migratory Other

Big Game     +7.7%

Small Game  -41%

0

2

4

6

8

10

1991 1996 2001 2006 2011

Small Game  -41%

Migratory   -13.8%

Other          +53.6%

Source: USFWS Hunting and Angling Surveys



Adoption Sequence



Recruiting and Retaining Any 

Hunter Is The Same Right?

� Big Game ≠ Small Game

� Small Game = Big Game

� One of the most common criticisms of 

individuals not hunting is not being drawn

� The General Hunting License is viewed as 

worthless (not used) if an individual is not 

drawn



“One cannot be a mediocre squirrel hunter, 

and at the same time a skillful deer hunter. 

The two techniques go together.” The two techniques go together.” 

-Francis Sells



What are the 

benefits of small 

game hunting and game hunting and 

camps?



� Requires the least amount of skill, knowledge, 
and equipment

� No Draw!

� Less costs

� Small game is not as intimidating as big game

Benefits To The Participants

� Small game is not as intimidating as big game

� You can see more of what your hunting

� You get to shoot more and more often

� Less pressure to harvest

� Learning the fundamentals with small game 
directly translates to hunting big game

� Building a solid foundation



Desired Effect in the Adoption 

Sequence

� Multiple trials in a single outing

� Transition to retention quicker



� Less Investment (Time/Cost)

� Greater Flexibility

� No Draw = More People

No Specific Date

Benefits To The Host

� No Specific Date

� Selective Outreach



� Location, Location, Location

� Timing is everything

� Matching Your Audience To The Hunt

Challenges For The Host

� Promotion / Marketing

� Personnel Requirements



“If you have built castles in the air, 

your work need not be lost; 

that is where they should be. that is where they should be. 

Now put the foundations under them.”

-Henry David Thoreau


